
 
 

Europe’s Marine Strategy not yet fit to sail 
 
 
Brussels, Belgium (24 October 2005) - The environmental groups BirdLife 
International, Greenpeace, IFAW, Oceana, Seas At Risk, WWF, the Fisheries 
Secretariat and the European Environmental Bureau (EEB) have criticised the 
European Commission’s proposal for a Marine Framework Directive as 
desperately inadequate. The groups regret that it contains no binding 
commitment to protect Europe’s seas.  
 
With chronic overfishing rampant in EU waters (38 of 43 stocks – such as cod, 
anchovy, spurdog and sandeel – assessed overfished), as well as hundreds of 
thousands of tonnes of oil discharged every year into European waters, the 
protection of marine habitats and biodiversity is essential for the future of the 
marine ecosystems and the fisheries sector.  
 
Today’s proposal was expected to fill a gap in the EU environmental policy, 
which remains land-focused. It was intended to promote the protection and 
recovery of marine ecosystems, the alleviation of pollution impacts, and the 
sustainable use of marine resources. But the Commission’s text falls short. It is 
now the responsibility of the European Parliament and Council to set legally 
binding objectives within this Directive, including a clear definition of what 
constitutes a healthy sea. 
 
For further information:  
Saskia Richartz, EU Marine Policy Director, Greenpeace European Unit, tel. +32 495 
290028, email: saskia.richartz@diala.greenpeace.org  
Carol Phua, Marine Coordinator, WWF European Policy Office, tel. +32 473323779, 
email: cphua@wwfepo.org  
Annie Smith, Marine Policy Officer, BirdLife International, tel. +44 7921 7407 49, email: 
annie.smith@rspb.org.uk 
Gaia Angelini, Political campaigner, IFAW EU Office, tel. +32 475 86 78 32; email: 
gangelini@ifaw.org 
John Maggs, Policy Officer, Seas at Risk, tel. +44 7966 3223 79, email: jmaggs@seas-
at-risk.org  
Julie Cator, Policy Director, Oceana, tel. +32 (0)2 513 22 42, email: JCator@oceana.org  
Niki Sporrong, Director, the Fisheries Secretariat, tel. +46 708 53 12 25 
Email: niki.sporrong@fishsec.org  
Stefan Scheuer, EU Policy Director, European Environmental Bureau, tel. +32 
22891304, email: stefan.scheuer@eeb.org 
 
Notes to editors: 
 
• The European Marine Strategy, is one of seven thematic strategies resulting from the 

Community’s Sixth Environmental Action Programme. It is composed of three 



documents: a communication representing the European Marine Strategy, a 
legislative proposal for a Marine Framework Directive, and a Commission 
(regulatory) impact assessment.  
http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/newprg/index.htm 

• A number of relevant commitments have already been made by the Community, 
including the commitment to halt biodiversity loss by 2010 (EU’s Sustainable 
Development Strategy), provisions to protect marine habitats and species under the 
EC Habitats and Birds Directives, and targets to achieve good ecological status, not 
least in coastal waters, under the EC Water Framework Directive. 

 


