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CITES a steadily growing ConventionCITES a steadily growing Convention

More than 30 years of existenceMore than 30 years of existence

Signature: 3 March 1973Signature: 3 March 1973 ((Washington D.C.)Washington D.C.)

Entry into Force: 1 July 1975Entry into Force: 1 July 1975
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169 Parties (member countries) in 2007169 Parties (member countries) in 2007



CITES Appendices CITES Appendices –– Number of speciesNumber of species
Appendix I Appendix II Appendix III

2,1% Mammals 249 403 68
5,1% Birds 165 1.409 149
1,8% Reptiles 70 511 25
0,3% Amphibians 16 90

0,2% Fish 9 68

6,3% Invertebrates 68 2.031 16
84,2% Plants 302 28.077 46
100%

(33 771)
Total 879 (2,6%) 32 589 

(96,5%)
303 (0,9%)



CITES Precautionary approachCITES Precautionary approach

CITES Appendix IICITES Appendix II--listing criteria:listing criteria:
““B. It is known, or can be inferred or projected, that regulationB. It is known, or can be inferred or projected, that regulation of trade in the of trade in the 

species is required to ensure that the harvest of specimens fromspecies is required to ensure that the harvest of specimens from the wild is the wild is 
not reducing the wild population to a level at which its survivanot reducing the wild population to a level at which its survival might be l might be 
threatened by continued harvesting or other influencesthreatened by continued harvesting or other influences..””

CritCritèèrere dd’’inscriptioninscription àà ll’’AnnexeAnnexe II de la CITES:II de la CITES:
““B. B. Il est Il est éétabli, ou il est possible de dtabli, ou il est possible de dééduire ou de prduire ou de préévoir, qu'une voir, qu'une 

rrééglementation du commerce de l'espglementation du commerce de l'espèèce est nce est néécessaire pour faire en cessaire pour faire en 
sorte que le prsorte que le prééllèèvement de ses spvement de ses spéécimens dans la nature ne rcimens dans la nature ne rééduit duit 
pas la population sauvage pas la population sauvage àà un niveau auquel sa survie pourrait être un niveau auquel sa survie pourrait être 
menacmenacéée par la poursuite du pre par la poursuite du prééllèèvement ou d'autres influencevement ou d'autres influence ..””
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CITES Appendix II CITES Appendix II –– Legal frameworkLegal framework

EXTERNAL Trade only (EXTERNAL Trade only (no CITES control inside EUno CITES control inside EU):):
Export permit (customs control by exporter and importer)Export permit (customs control by exporter and importer)
EU import permitEU import permit
ReRe--export certificateexport certificate
Individual Sanctions in case of violationsIndividual Sanctions in case of violations
Country trade Suspension in case of nonCountry trade Suspension in case of non--compliancecompliance
Additional measures = export quotas, marking, Additional measures = export quotas, marking, …… throughthrough
-- ResolutionsResolutions
-- Decisions Decisions 
-- Significant Trade ReviewSignificant Trade Review

LAWLAW



CITES for CITES for thethe EuropeanEuropean EelEel

SupportSupport EuropeanEuropean Plans for Plans for thethe recoveryrecovery ofof EelEel stocksstocks

RegulationRegulation ofof international / international / EXTRAEXTRA--EU EU tradetrade ((Reg. (EC) 338/97Reg. (EC) 338/97
+ Commission Regs.)+ Commission Regs.)

ReduceReduce illegalillegal exports: exports: reducereduce poachingpoaching by by reducingreducing smugglingsmuggling

Monitoring Monitoring ofof international international tradetrade

StimulateStimulate international international policypolicy for for EelEel management management includingincluding
-- otherother speciesspecies ((A. A. rostratarostrata) ) andand
-- collaboration collaboration withwith FAO (FAO (MoUMoU withwith CITES)CITES)



EelEel atat CITES CoP14CITES CoP14
33--15 15 JuneJune 2007, 2007, TheThe Hague, Hague, NetherlandsNetherlands

AdditionalAdditional CITES CITES toolstools::
IDENTIFICATION IDENTIFICATION toolstools to to distinguishdistinguish ALL ALL specimensspecimens fromfrom otherother speciesspecies, , 
particularlyparticularly glass glass eelseels

NOTIFICATION to NOTIFICATION to thethe Parties: Use Parties: Use ofof a a separateseparate CITES code for CITES code for glass glass eeleel

RESOLUTION & DECISIONS (RESOLUTION & DECISIONS (withwith deadlines):deadlines):
-- Formalise links Formalise links withwith «« RecoveryRecovery PlanPlan »»
-- WorkWork on on otherother speciesspecies ofof EelsEels, , particularlyparticularly withwith USA on USA on A. A. rostratarostrata
-- RequirementsRequirements for for thethe AnnualAnnual Report (CITES Report (CITES tradetrade databasedatabase))

ANNOTATION: ANNOTATION: 
""The entry into effect of the inclusion of The entry into effect of the inclusion of AnguillaAnguilla anguillaanguilla in Appendix II of CITES in Appendix II of CITES 
will be delayed by 18 months to enable Parties to resolve the rewill be delayed by 18 months to enable Parties to resolve the related technical and lated technical and 
administrative issues, such as the possible designation of an adadministrative issues, such as the possible designation of an additional ditional 
Management AuthorityManagement Authority."  ."  (= entry into force on 13 March 09) (= entry into force on 13 March 09) 



EstimatesEstimates fromfrom EU Customs dataEU Customs data
Volume (tonnes) of live eels (mostly glass eels?) exported from EU (Eurostat data)
(Source: Caroline Raymakers pers. comm. to CITES Management Authority of Sweden, 17 November 2006)

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 Average/year

China 8,40 23,0 106,1 40,8 45,9 17,5 56,70 36,00 30,80 47,20 41,24

Hong Kong 139,30 183,6 341,0 95,1 83,7 38,1 45,60 53,50 25,80 21,40 102,71

Japan 10,70 4,2 5,5 1,1 2,6 0,9 0,10 0,30 3,18

Korea(South) 0,80 0,0 0,0 1,2 2,8 5,9 12,90 4,10 3,46

Rest of the
World 21,50 43,3 22,9 18,7 8,9 1,8 1,80 7,60 7,70 1,70 13,59

TOTAL 180,70 254,1 475,5 156,9 143,9 64,2 117,10 97,10 64,30 74,70 (128,1) 162,85

EU exports of Live eels - "Anguilla spp." CN Code 0301 92 00 - Eurostat data.
(Source: Caroline Raymakers pers. comm. to CITES Management Authority of Sweden, 17 November 2006)

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000* 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

tonnes 180,70 254,1 475,5 156,9 143,9 64,2 117,10 97,10 64,30 74,70

EUR/kg 72,7 99,9 133,8 202,3 154,7 253,7 175,6 194,7 388,4 705,0

*Data could not be extracted from Eurostat

** (400 million) half a billion glass eels



A A glanceglance ofof EU exportsEU exports
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