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Information Note 
1 

AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES COUNCIL 

Luxembourg, 22 and 23 October 2007 

 

 

The Council will meet from 11.00 on Monday 22 October and will begin with a Commission 

presentation of a new Animal Health Strategy for the European Union (2007-2013) under the 

motto "prevention is better than cure", on which Ministers will hold an exchange of views. 

 

The Council will then discuss the items within the purview of the Special Committee on Agriculture 

and will hold a policy debate on reform of the wine sector. 

 

It will have to reach political agreement on the national aid applications submitted by Bulgaria and 

Romania to deal with drought, and on a proposal for a Regulation amending the Framework 

Regulation on the financing of the common agricultural policy. 

 

On Tuesday 23 October, the Council will broach the items arising from the Permanent 

Representatives Committee. The Council should reach political agreement on catch quotas for the 

Baltic Sea and will hold an exchange of views on the annual consultation between the Community 

and Norway on fishing opportunities in 2008. 
 

As an "A" item, the Council will adopt a Decision amending the arrangements for manioc imports 

from Thailand. 

 

The meeting will be chaired by Mr Jaime Silva, Portuguese Minister for Agriculture, Rural 

Development and Fisheries. 

 

*** 

 

The Presidency will hold Press Conferences, probably on Monday evening (+/-19.00) and when the 

Council ends on Tuesday. 

 

*** 

 

Proceedings open to the public can be followed via video streaming: 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/videostreaming 

                                                 
1 This Note was prepared under the sole responsibility of the Press Office. 
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Baltic Sea 

 

The Council should achieve political agreement on a Council Regulation fixing the fishing 
opportunities and associated conditions for certain fish stocks applicable in the Baltic Sea for 2008 
(12582/07). 
 
Regulation (EC) No 1098/2007, adopted by the Council on 18 September 2007, more specifically 
establishes a multi-annual plan for the cod stocks in the Baltic Sea 3. 
 
In addition to negotiation of the total admissible catches (TACs) and catch quotas for the Member 
States bordering on the Baltic, the Ministers will have to decide on the arrangements for 
fishing-effort limits proposed by the Commission, in particular: 
 
• Replacement of the system applied in 2007 of closure periods for certain fishing vessels by 

the allocation of a maximum number of days absent from port, 223 days in 

Subdivisions 22-24 (Western) 4 and 200 days in Subdivisions 25-27 5 respectively 

• The Commission also proposes extending the transitional technical measures adopted 

in 2007 concerning the prohibition of retention on board of flounder and turbot during 

certain periods and for specified subdivisions. 

 
The following table shows the TACs proposed by the Commission for 2008 as compared with those 
for 2007: 

                                                 
3 OJ L 241, 22.9.2007, p. 1. 
4 With the exception of the period from 1 to 30 April when Article 8(1)(a) of Regulation (EC) 

No 1098/2007 applies. 
5 With the exception of the period from 1 July to 31 August when Article 8(1)(b) of 

Regulation (EC) No 1098/2007 applies. 
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Species  ICES fishing zones 2007 EC TAC 2008 EC TAC Reduction rate  

(Latin name)   
Commission 

proposal in 2008 

  tonnes tonnes % 

  1 2 3 

Clupea harengus Baltic Sea Subdivisions 30-31 91600 77860 -15,00 

Clupea harengus Baltic Sea Subdivisions 22-24 49500 39600 -20,00 

Clupea harengus 
Baltic Sea Subdivisions 25-27, 28.2, 29, 
32 132718 148407 11,82 

Clupea harengus Baltic Sea Subdivision 28.1 37500 36094 -3,75 

Gadus morhua Baltic Sea Subdivisions 25-32 (Eastern) 40805 31561 -22,65 

Gadus morhua Baltic Sea Subdivisions 22-24 (Western) 26696 17930 -32,84 

Pleuronectes platessa III b, c, d 3766 3201 -15,00 

Salmo salar * III b, c, d, excluding Subdivision 32 428697 364392 -15,00 

Salmo salar * Baltic Sea Subdivision  32 15419 15419 0,00 

Sprattus sprattus III b, c, d 454492 432000 -4,95 

* number expressed in number of individuals     

 
Annual consultations between the Community and Norway 

 

The Council will hold an exchange of views on preparatory work for the 2008 annual consultations 
between the Community and Norway. It would be helpful if Ministers could indicate their positions 
on the following points: 
 
– level of TACs and associated measures for those species where there is common management 

of stocks 6; 
– blue whiting (Micromesistius poutassou); 
– Atlantic herring (Clupea harengus); 
– four stocks where there is not yet common management 7; 
– common plans for long-term rebuilding of North Sea stocks where there is common 

management; 
– stocks in the Skagerrak and Kattegat fishing zones. 
 
Consultations are planned for 5 to 9 and 21 to 25 November 2007. 
 
The European Community and Norway signed a fisheries agreement in 1980 8 and the total 
authorised catches (TACs) are fixed jointly for certain fish species taking particular account of the 
scientific opinions issued by the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES). 
 
Plans for long-term rebuilding have been introduced for cod, haddock, herring and saithe, and a 
plan for plaice is currently being negotiated. 
 

                                                 
6 Cod (Gadus morhua), haddock (Melanogrammus aeglefinus), herring (Clupea harengus), 

plaice (Pleuronectes platessa), saithe (Pollachius virens), blue whiting (Micromesistius 

poutassou) and mackerel (Scomber scombrus). 
7 Monkfish (Lophius piscatorius), horse mackerel (Trachurus picturatus), Norway pout 

(Trisopterus esmarki) and sandeel (Ammodytes tobianus) 
8 OJ L 226, 29.8.1980, p. 48. 
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Mutual exchanges of quotas are also envisaged provided that there is balanced distribution. 
 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

a) Bluefin tuna – request by the Spanish delegation 

 

The Spanish delegation will inform the Council of its concerns about the closure of bluefin tuna 
fishing activities decided on by the Commission on 19 September, although the quota for this 
Member State had not yet been exhausted. 
 
b) Protection of animals during transport – request by the Swedish delegation 

 

The Swedish delegation will notify the Council of non-compliance observed with regard to the 
legislation in force for the protection of animals during transport. 
 
c) Situation of the pig meat market – Request from the Polish delegation 
 
The Polish delegation will inform the Council of its concerns about the situation of its national pig 
meat market. 
 
 

 
 

________________________ 
 


